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Sharon Cheng

Employment
Sharon is a contemporay visual artist
originally from Taiwan where she
obtained her art degrees, focused
on western style arts, and worked at
Taipei Fine Arts Museum and
universities.

In addition to oil as her primary
medium, her work includes
contemporary water-base paintings,
installation, and mixed media
sculpture.

The eastern concept of chi, also called energy, spirit or soul, is her
backbone of her art creation and the Circles, symbol of peace and
harmony, is the motif that she applies in her recent artworks. Sharon has
shown her artwork in the North Country, Adirondacks, New York City and
abroad.
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"As an artist, the Creatives Rebuild New York
program means that the importance anc ®
contributions of Art to a healthy society are
finally recognized, and artists are seen as
essential workers. Not only will this program ®
allow me to connect to the diverse talents in our =
community, but it will also deepen my
understanding of the North Country art
communities. As | curate exhibitions, that offer
opportunities for artists in various career stages,
| hope to bring NoCo something interesting
and evoking curiosity and creativity.

.

As for myself as an individual, | am amazed by the sheer generosity of the
CRNY program funded by three philanthropic foundations to New York art

communities. | am truly impressed by its/their vision. | will be prepared to be
inspired by all the talent in the North Country. [ hope my new work, as a result

of my endeavors, will be woven into the rich fabric of the North Country Arts.”
-Sharon H.J. Cheng




2015 Miembers’

Juried Art Exhibit
May 23-September 27, 2015

You are invited to the opening reception
on May 23, 2015 from 2 - 4 PM

t(ﬁ\'m nq T
: Art Muséum
303 Washington Street, Ogdensburg, NY

in the Richard E. Winter and Torrey Family Galleries

Prizes awarded by juror Sharon H. J. Cheng will be presented at the opening
reception - Best in show: $100, 2nd: §75, 3rd: §50

An additional public’s choice prize will be awarded based on an open vote, both at
the museum and at www.fredericremington.org during the exhibit. The cut-off for
voting is September 21. The prize, a framed print of Frederic Remington’s 1887
painting, Small Oaks, will be awarded at the museum on September 29.

One vote per person, please.
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Winter Light 2015
by Michael G. Kraik
oil 28 x 227
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FEATURED ARTIST

Sharon H.J. Cheng, an Artist

by John Baerbrich

abin Berbrich: Hi, Sharon. Let’s stavt off with some
bockground. Tel me o [iitle ahout grovaing we in Toiwan

haron Cheng: | gréw ug in southera Tansan—Ehe Tavnan

greg. Tainan is one of olidest Tatwaness part ciffes ang
is famaows for its rich cultwral heritage. Whan [was young,
Tarwan was s6ll a poor country that hod been invaded or
colanized by Portuguese, Dutch, Chinese, and Japanese, Ina
sense, my farmiy was kied of uniqwe in the local community;
because my grandmaother
wias fopanese ond my
mother Gréw e in Japaen.
| spent most of the lang
SUMMEr wacaiions with
my Japonese grandmather
whao loved singing, reading
mavels, and holding regular
{kehano achivities with her
frisnds. Her love of Fine
Arts had a great influence
o me. A mMost Tawanese
students, I studted hard
o pass regionel and netional entrance exams far miaals
school, kigh schoof, college and 50 on, Besides rigovows
school education, my porents encouraged me to learn balled,
gaiating, swirmming. plone ord wolin; pafniing was my
Javarite. One day, my father surprised me with my ficst set of
ail paint cofors and a beeutiful cherry wood sketch box when
§wos about 11-years-ofd. That was 0 very special moment in
my early life. | remember the excitement of speeding on my
bicycle to my peinting teccher’s shudio and the prowd feeling
when | colleched painting campetilion owerds of school.
Later on | decided to study Fime Arts when | was @ junior in
Prowvincial Toiman Girl's High Schood where | was a member of
the Fine Arts Club,

John: 3o following hoh school you studied art?

Sharan: Yes, in Taigerl, First, | oid my undergrodsate study,
majafing in oil peinting of the Chiness Cultwrol Unfversity
Then | did my groduste study &l the National Tarwan Normal
University where | continued ofl prinfing and wrofe o
groduate thests on Pieter Bruegel the Elder. In spite of my
Bussy student scheduwle, | enjoped teachimg chilalres arts anel
crafts of privete lessons and workshops in my free time. After
obtaining my Master's Degree, | got my first reguiar job at dhe
newly eitablished Taipsd Fine Arts Mugeum, where [ warked in
different departments and gnl’ﬂE‘d ExXpenence i promanng ort
education, teaching ol painting, and curafing and ORI

exhibitions; | became interested in ol consgrvaiaon. At the
sarme fime, | was also o Lecturer, certified by the Ministry of
Fducation, teaching drowing and other classes ot universities,
As you con see, my focus shifted from art creation o teaching,
art management, and art consenvation, which [ wanted to
stundy abroad, especially at New York University.

John: How did you end wp in New York?

Sharon; in 19583, | wes very forfunale to have the opportunity
af a lifetime to work ot Asion Art Conservation at the
Metropoliton Museurn of Art in New Yark, with a goomt
provided by the Stare Foundation. After the 6-manth training,
| endered the Conservalion Center at New York Uiniversity as o
special student, I wos @ very exciting Hme for me in New York
where [ was nervously adivsting myself an many fronds, The
air was filled with energy, kigh exgectotion, ond excitement,
yet | felt comfortable among millians of New Yorkers, who
came from every corner of the waorld

?! R i e i ?I:v-_! | | met my
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logt year af
Ph.0. study at
that fime ond
then bacorme

o professor at
thie University
of Mew Orléeans.
We got married
o in Mew Orleans
| ond enjoyed
the Southern
hosgitality ond
good foed. |
didr’t do much
in arl there,
except ta wark
ot o painting restorabion stdie less than a year ond was
biriefly in an architecture program with @ generows schaolarship
at Tulane University. My love of art creation woas fong
dormaent, unti! we moved to Potsdam in Jaly r.'lf 2000,

lohin: When you were in college, were there any particwler
artisis ar schools of art that especially inspived you?

Sharon: impressionism, expressionism, and Fouvizm were
quite papwlar de Telwan of that Hme. People apprecieted
warks of Renoir, Monet, Yon Gogh, Gouguin, Poossa,
Aodigliond, Maotisse, ete. After becoming an art college
student, | got to know moare arfists whorn [ hada’t known
ahout before. They entered my realm a5 my soul mates and
ralsed the horizon of my personal art warld, | adored Picosio

ard laved his incredible gift. The profound self-repovation
spirit throwgh his long colorful coreer widened my view af
being on orfist. | wos olzo omared by warks of Paul Klee, Jaan
Mira, and Wassily Kendinsky. One thing for sure, | was mast
Intrigued by the works of Surrealist artists Rene Magritte, Max
Ernst, and Salvador Dall, especially Mogritte., | didn’t hove
mioch expenience in scwlpture, bt [ had fand siill hawve) special
feelings about works of Alexonder Calder, Consfantin Brancusi,
ad Lawis Mevelsan,

Johin: You menticned
sculpture, | noticed
that infTuence i pour
A-dimensiomal works,
What sort of material
do you vse when
warking fn 3-09
Sharon: | didn’t have
mich tralning fa
sculpture, because
the department gowve
masl atterton fo ol
painting bock then,

It ail erorted in 2012
wrhen | was warking
an my oil pafniing
“Belonging,” in
which | used o piece
af chapped branch
wiith an Ovigamd erane perched on it o5 o model, During the
painting pracess, | got the idea of tronsforming the model
inte o F-dimeasional work. | pelnted skies on a plece of scrap
woad found in @ garage, made four more hand-painted
Origami crenes, and edded two badgs; that's the story of

the birth of my first -dimensional work “Communite” Az a
painter, | uspolly peint something on the wood baze [0 fmaeke
It the stoge, where found objects, like tree branches, haigs,
feathers, sea shells, and other items such as hand-painted
Origami crones, @ parakeet egg, and embroidery threads
bercorme part of the arrangenment in the spade, For my récent
F-dimensional work, | use ploster o5 the main “ngredient,”
Then depending on each project, [ make simple ploster forms
fo “work” with aa old birdeage, or g no-seat rocking chair,
sevmiE mags and papers, erestals, acrylic rods, nails, el
Compared with 2-dimensiona work, | feel 3-dimenstonal work
invalves more planning in procedure and sequence. |6 might
be just because | am sl green in I-dimensions] creation,

Johmn: It seems that you don’t use Chinese or Tavwanase
themes in wouwr art. Do yow do this conscioushy?

Sharon: Na, | don’t ovold using Chinese or Tolwenese themes,
Chingsa Syrbolism fas been o substontiol element in my
work, AMany depicted objects have their special, hidden
meaning; howeves, although | might see things through
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Chinese or Tolwonese eyes, 'm not o historicol painter. My
waork is highly influenced by Chinese philosaghy, In which the
existence of 'Chil also called Energy. Spirt, or Sowl, between
hegven and earth conveys not anly the besuty af aoature,

but alss the soul of nature. | believe 5ol iz something that
makes ariwark Talkl As @ whole, my art is a resull of the
intertwining af viswal expressions, Inspirations fram nature
and life's journeys, and the resononce of poetic sentiment and
melody, 1 love traveling and have wisited mere than o daren
countries and lived in Paris for o year. | ke to think of myself
as a citizen of the world, who hos her cultural roots in ker
heart, yet embraces varisws cwltural backgrounds ang values.
My up-caming solfa show titled In ond Between the Air; ot
Plelpdes Gallery, NYC, in May will present 2-dirrensional and
F-dimensional warks in oif ond rmived media. 1S an exhibioon
about my personel celebration and appreciation of my fife
Journey through the amazing wriverse. It is very exciting. |
cont warll fo show my new work to everybod)y: 1178 gaimg Lo
be g beautiful gpringl

Sharen H.L. Cheng is an artist working in oil, mpoed
edia and seulpture. Her Studio, Contemporary Visua
Arts, is located in Potsdam and Is open during the
annual Artists” Studio Tour or by appaltment. For more
information visit her website:
www.sharonhjchengstudio.com
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